Reception – Termly Overview
	Term/Topic
	EYFS Objectives (composite knowledge) 
	Lesson Objectives (component knowledge)
	 Working Scientifically 

	Autumn 1 

Animals, Including Humans and Habitats
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	Explore the world around me with all my senses. 

Making detailed observations of the world around me thinking about my senses – feel, hear, see, smell.

Starting to explore the natural world 

Talk about what I can see outside using a wide vocabulary. 
	· Explore what we can feel, hear, smell and see in the Forest School area. 
· Explore Daventry (where we live), what can we see?
· Explore the school grounds/outside, what can we see, feel, smell and see?
· Explore animals we see in Daventry, where would be find these? (Farm animals, bugs, pets, birds). 
· Explore animals we would see in Peru, Where would we find these? (Sea creatures, jungle animals, birds). 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Compare the animals in Daventry to the animals in Peru.
	· Observe, talk & record through pictures or models
· Question & connect to what has been observed.

	Autumn 2

Seasonal Changes, Materials and States of Matter
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	Talk about the area I live, including the weather etc. 

Describe what I can see, hear and feel outside.

Changes to Materials (e.g. adding water to cornflower, mixing paint etc.) 

Talk about differences in materials. 
	· Explore the season as Autumn, what can we see? Feel? And hear? (Using the Fantastics). What has changed?
· Discuss the weather associated with Autumn – discuss how this changes daily. Discuss our clothing choices. 
· Explore hibernating animals, why do they hibernate? Understand day and night and create habitats for hibernating animals in Forest School.
· Discuss the weather in Peru – what season is it in Peru? What would the weather be like?
· Explore Cornflower and how it changes when adding water. Generate words to describe how it looks and feels. 
· Explore paint and mixing paint together. Generate Words to describe how it looks and feels. 
	· Observe, talk & record through pictures or models
· Question & connect to what has been observed.

	Spring 1

Everyday Materials and Seasons
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	Talk about weather linked to seasonal change

Talk about changes e.g. freezing, melting (linked to baking, paint mixing, mud play, etc.)
	· Explore the season as Winter, what can we see? Feel? And hear? (Using the Fantastics). What has changed? What is different? 
· Explore the weather and compare to how it has changed from Autumn? Discuss how our clothing choices have changed.
· Explore Ice and snow in winter – How does it feel? Look? Sound?
· How do we make things freeze/melt? (Experiment this)
· Forest School?


	· Observe, talk & record through pictures or models
· Question & connect to what has been observed.

	Spring 2

Seasonal Changes and Plants 
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	Explore and talk about the natural world using what I know from stories/non-fiction. 

Describe another environment e.g. desert, Arctic, forest etc. 

Describe my own environment and local area.
Describe another environment e.g. desert, Arctic, forest etc. 

Talk about weather linked to seasonal change

	· Explore stories within the forest – explore a forest and make comparisons. What is similar? What is different?
· Explore our local area using senses, what can I see? Feel? And hear?
· Explore the forest area using senses, what can I see? Feel? And hear? Compare to the forest – what was the same? What was different?
· Look at flowers and trees in the immediate environment. 
· Discuss animals in our environment – focus on bugs/pets we find around us. 
· Discuss animals in another environment – focus on woodland animals. 
· Explore the season as Spring, what can we see? Feel? And hear? (Using the Fantastics). What is different? 
· Explore the weather and compare to how it has changed from Winter. Discuss how our clothing choices have changed.
	· Observe, talk & record through pictures or models
· Question & connect to what has been observed.

	Summer 1

Plants and Animals, including humans.
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	Describe the school environment using what I know from:
· Observation 
· Discussion
· Stories/non-fiction

Explore the natural world 

Make observations of animals and plants and use these observations to draw pictures.
	· Exploring the immediate environment and the colours within it. Naming animals/plants/trees etc.
· Noticing plants in the environment – what colours are they. Discuss their features and how we know they are a plant. 
· Why do we need plants, what do they give us? Children to plant vegetables and observe to see what some plants give us and how they change. Children to draw these changes. 
· Explore animals as they grow – (chicks, butterflies) explore their lifecycles and how they change as they grow. Children to draw these changes. 
	· Observe, talk & record through pictures or models
· Question & connect to what has been observed.

	Summer 2

Seasonal Changes, Habitats and Animals, including humans
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	Talk about some of the changes in the natural world (including seasons and changing states of matter). 
Contrast the natural world around me with different environments. 
	· Explore the season of Summer, what can we see? Feel? And hear? (Using the Fantastics). What is different?
· Explore the weather and compare to how it has changed from Spring. Discuss how our clothing choices have changed.
· Review the 4 seasons and the colours and changes of colour in each season. 
· Recall animals found in our immediate environment and those in a contrasting environment. Compare animals and discuss important features and why they are needed. 
	· Observe, talk & record through pictures or models
· Question & connect to what has been observed.
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